
Finding the main idea
and key details
Identify the main idea of a nonfiction text
and find key details that support it

E N G L I S H  L A N GUAG E  A RTS  ·  G R A D E  3  ·  45  M I N

L E S S O N A



TO D AY

What we will do
Identify the main idea of a nonfiction text and find key details that support it

1 I can explain the difference between a main idea and a key detail.

2 I can identify the main idea of a short nonfiction text.

3 I can find at least two key details that support the main idea.

4 I can explain how the key details connect back to the main idea.
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L O O K  C L O S E LY

Which sentence is the big idea?
One sentence is the main idea. The other is a small fact. Which is which?

TALK Tell your partner what you think.
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K EY  I D E A

Main Idea
MAYN eye-DEE-uh

The main idea is what a whole text is mostly about. It is the big umbrella every
detail fits under.

☂️ REMEMBER A key detail supports the main idea. It does not replace it.
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H OW  IT  WO R K S

Main idea holds the details together
The main idea sits at the top. Every key detail fits underneath, like sheltering under one umbrella.
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TH E  M A I N  I D E A  RUL E

Ask: what is this MOSTLY about?
Every sentence in the passage should fit under your main idea, like details under an umbrella.

TRY  IT

Sea turtles nest on beaches. Is that the main idea, or a detail
about sea turtles?

⚠  WATCH OUT

A detail is NOT the main idea. It only tells one small fact, not
what the whole text is about.
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P R A CT I C E  TO G ETH E R

Read the honeybee passage with your
class

1 Listen and follow along as the passage is read aloud.

2 Turn and tell your partner: what is this passage mostly about?

3 Put your thumb up when you spot a detail that fits under the main idea.

� THINK Could every sentence in the passage fit under your main idea?
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M ATC H  IT  UP

Main idea or key detail?

Match each sentence on the left to its label on the right.

SENTENCE

1 Honeybees live in large colonies.

2 A queen bee lays up to 2,000 eggs a day.

3 Honeybees are remarkable insects.

4 Worker bees collect pollen from flowers.

LABEL

A Key detail

B Key detail

C Main idea

D Key detail
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A N SWE R S

Here are the matches

The main idea covers the whole text. Every other sentence is a detail that supports it.

SENTENCE

1 Honeybees live in large colonies. ✓

2 A queen bee lays up to 2,000 eggs a day. ✓

3 Honeybees are remarkable insects. ✓

4 Worker bees collect pollen from flowers. ✓

LABEL

A Key detail → 1-A ✓

B Key detail → 2-B ✓

C Main idea → 3-C ✓

D Key detail → 4-D ✓
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Your turn: find the main idea

Emerging
circle and underline

Read the frog passage with a partner. Circle the main idea. Underline two
details.
The main idea is ____. One detail is ____.

MATERIALS

frog passage
green highlighter
yellow highlighter

Find one more detail to underline.

Developing
graphic organizer

Read the monarch butterfly passage. Write the main idea and two key details
on your organizer.
The main idea is ____. A detail that supports it is ____.

MATERIALS

butterfly passage
umbrella organizer
pencil

Explain why each detail fits under
the main idea.

Extending
dual compare

Read both passages. Write the main idea and two details for each. Explain
how each detail connects.
This detail connects because ____.

MATERIALS

wolves passage
dolphins passage
dual organizer

Could a detail from one passage be
a main idea? Explain.

Work with your group. Use the umbrella idea to help you.
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WR A P  UP

Three things to remember

✓ explain the difference between a main idea and a key detail.

✓ identify the main idea of a short nonfiction text.

✓ find at least two key details that support the main idea.
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